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“NOCTURNE DESCENT”

EXT. H GMAY - N GAT

It’s a cold winter’s night on the snow prairies of the Md-
West. The roads are enpty save an old rusted Buick, with its
narrow headlights barely hitting the icy road, making its way
West. Frost and snow have gathered on the bunper and edges
of the wi ndow.

CUT TGO

I NT. BU CK — NI GAT

ADEN, a 24-year-old man drives the car, while his sister
ROCHELLE, 19, sleeps soundly in the passenger’s seat. Dust
covers the torn burgundy dashboard, and static filled country
nmusi c softly comes out of the speakers.

Al'l of a sudden, the radio starts to flicker off and on. The
signal starts to break up and is |ost.

Aden hits the old car radio with his fist, trying to get the
nmusi ¢ back, but only a soft ‘hiss’ is found on the airwaves.
He gives up and turns it off. The radio display turns to the
cl ock, which now reads 2:12 AM

Wth a sigh, Aden focuses his attention back onto the

hi ghway. Small flakes of snow dance in the in front of the
headl i ghts as the car flies through. As Aden watches the
snow, his eyes becone heavy and unfocused.

Wth a jolt, he wakes himself up and shakes his head back
and forth. He reaches to the floor and grabs a bottle of
war m Coke and takes the last flat swall ow

Slowy his eyes drift back toward the road, but this tine
becone fixated on the yellow dividing line in the m ddle.
Agai n, fatigue overtakes himand his eyes cl ose conpletely.
His head falls slightly forward as sl eep envel ops him

CUT TGO

I NT. VWHI TE ROOM

A young worman sits on a couch, |ooking at Aden. Tears are in
her eyes, but she hol ds them back.

CUT TGO



INT. BU CK - N GHAT

Abruptly, the radio turns on and the piercing voice of the
femal e singer cones loudly fromthe speakers. Wde eyed and
terrified, Aden junps back into consciousness to notice he is
on the wong side of the road.

He roughly turns the steering wheel and corrects the car back
onto the right side. The tires spin out as they slide over
the ice. Aden throws the steering wheel the other way to
gai n control

After regaining his bearings, he pulls the car off to the
side of the road. Wth his heart pounding and breath heavy,
Aden slans the shifter into ‘park’

Looki ng over to his sister, he sees that she has not even
opened her eyes and continues to breath on the verge of
snoring. He reaches over and shakes her. Nothing. He
shakes her harder. She doesn’'t nove.

Aden grabs the enpty plastic Coke bottle and hits her on the
head. She opens her eyes.

ROCHELLE
(conf used)
No..st op..what .

She | ooks around.

ROCHELLE ( CONT’ D)
Wiy are we stopped? What’'s up?

Aden turns on the light inside the car. H s face is sweaty
and pal e; he continues to breath heavily.

In sign | anguage says “Your turn.”

ROCHELLE
For real ?

“You’ ve been sl eeping since Mssouri,” he signs.

ROCHELLE
Fi ne. Damm.

She | eans back in the seat, but doesn’t nove. Aden notices
that she has cl osed her eyes again. He punches her in the
arm She opens her eyes and rubs them

ROCHELLE
kay!



They both get out and wal k around the car to switch sides.
Aden puts his seatbelt on as his sister gets in.

ROCHELLE
["1l drive until Colorado. It’'s
all you after that.

“Maybe. ”

Rochell e pulls the car back onto the highway and accel erat es.
She turns the dial on the radio and tries to get a station,
but can’'t.

She turns to tell Aden to fix the radio, but he has already
fall en asl eep.

CUT TGO

EXT. FOREST — MORNI NG

A soft breeze blows through the forest, whipping around the
tree trunks and branches above. Aden’s entire body shakes
violently as he lies on the snow covered forest ground. He
opens his eyes and | ooks up.

Tal | evergreen and oak trees surround himand sunlight
streaks through the openi ngs between branches.

Aden sits up and | ooks at hinself. He is still dressed in
the T-Shirt and jeans fromthe night before, and his skin is
al nost bl ue.

Snow clings to his body and hair and his nuscles tense up
painfully fromthe bitter cold.

Aden | ooks at his arm and sees four perfectly straight |ines
running fromhis shoulder to his wist cut deep into his
skin, but no bl ood.

Aden pushes hinself to his feet, although cannot stand
strai ght up. Looking around, he sees nobody. No hones,
roads, or any sign of his car or sister.

He | ooks at the snow around him C ean, and undi sturbed.
There is no sign of footprints, not even his own.

He wal ks towards a clearing near the edge of a hill. Once
there, he | ooks out over the forest and can see nothi ng but
trees for mles in every direction.

But in the distance, a small flune of snpke ri ses above the
trees and slowy dissipates in the air.



Wth deep breath, he begins to walk rigidly down the hill,
toward the snoke.

CUT TGO

EXT. FOREST - AFTERNOON

Aden wal ks out of the woods and toward the source of the
snoke: an old train engi ne and dozens of boxcars behi nd.

The train idles on the tracks with a soft chuggi ng.

Shivering even nore violently, Aden walks to the engi ne and

| ooks around for anyone, but there is no one.

On the ground, beneath a boxcar, lies a dirty brown canvas
bag. Aden grabs it and waps it around hinself as he sits
next to the wheel of the boxcar. Thirsty, he grabs a handful
of snow and slowy begins to eat it.

Exhausti on overwhel ns him and Aden falls to the ground.

CUT TGO

I NT. VWHI TE ROOM

A tear falls fromthe eye of the young woman. She nakes no
nove to wipe it away, and it slowy noves down her cheek.

WOVAN
It’s just that you don’'t see things
for the way they truly are. | see

you, but | know you’ re not there.
You al ways | eave.where do you go?

CUT TGO

EXT. FOREST — NI GHT

Aden awakes to the sound of two men arguing outside. Wak
and cold, Aden crawls out of the cab to get helnp.

He sees the two nmen around a fire about one hundred yards
away. One of them Bennett, a spastic bald man, stands up
and yells at the other one, and then sits back down just as
qui ckly. Aden waps the canvas bag tighter and wal ks toward
t hem

As he approaches the nmen, he can see that the nmen are young,
and have short dirty beards.



The | eader, Wayne, a strong quiet man, is eating out of a
rusty can while Bennett plays with a stick in the fire.

Aden steps into the light of the fire. Bennett sees him and
junps to his feet.

BENNETT
Hey!

Wayne stops chewi ng and | ooks at Aden with beady eyes. Aden
st ops, scar ed.

BENNETT
Who the hell ‘er you?

He takes a couple steps toward Aden. Aden hol ds his hands
out, telling the man to stop

BENNETT
What’ s yer nane?

VWAYNE
Speak up!

Aden quickly notions to his throat and nouth, shaking his
head.

BENNETT
Who are ya?

Aden takes a step back as the man approaches quickly.
Bennett grabs the canvas bag and pulls Aden toward him Aden
falls to his knees as the man pushes hi m down.

WAYNE
Can't tal k?

Aden shakes his head. The man wal ks over to him

BENNETT
Shit. Hey, Wayne, look at his arm

Wayne | ooks and sees the cuts on Aden’s arm He grabs Aden’s
arm and | ooks cl oser.

WAYNE
Vel ...

A smle creeps across Wayne's face and slowy he starts
| aughi ng. Bennett hel ps Aden to his feet and points to an
open boxcar.



BENNETT
It’s okay. We got blankets. And
water. Looks |ike you need bot h.

Aden | ooks at himwearily.

VAYNE
Get in. The train’ |l be Ieaving
soon.

Wayne and Bennett kick snow over the fire and extinguish it.
Aden linps toward the car, and tries to clinb in. Bennett
junps in and Wayne gives Aden a boost from the ground.

Once inside, Wayne cl oses the door

I NT. BOX CAR — NI GHT

Moonl i ght streans in through the cracks and holes in the roof
of the boxcar. Wayne tosses Aden a bl anket, renoves a knife
fromhis pocket and sets it down on the floor.

BENNETT
Ya thirsty?

Aden waps the blanket around himand nods. Bennett dips a
dirty tin cup into a bucket of water and hands it to Aden.
Despite the dirt, Aden swiftly drinks all of the water.

The three nmen sit silently for a noment.

VWAYNE
How di d you get here?

Aden shakes hi s head.

WAYNE ( CONT’ D)

Good. Is anyone else with you?
No.
BENNETT
So ya can’t tal k?
No.

Bennett and WAayne stare quietly at Aden from across the
boxcar.

Wayne picks up the knife and opens up the blade. Aden’s eyes
grow wi de and fixate on the steel blade. He sets the cup
down and noves back. Wayne and Bennett creep closer.



WAYNE
Now.

The two nmen junp onto Aden and pin himdown. Aden fights
back but he is too weak to escape. Bennett presses his knee
into Aden’s stomach, knocking the wind out of him

As Aden gasps for air, Wayne grabs Aden’s cut arm and hol ds
it to the ground. Aden’'s t-shirt sleeve is cut away with
Wayne’'s knife.

Wayne exam nes his shoulder. Frustrated he tears away nore
of the shirt.

BENNETT
Were is it, Wayne?

Wayne cuts nore of the shirt off but can’'t find what he's
| ooki ng for.

WAYNE
VWhere? Tell us where it isl!

Aden shakes his head back and forth as tears streamfromhis

eyes. Wayne brings the knife to Aden’s clean arm and presses
it down.

WAYNE
I know ya can talk. Now do it!

The bl ade slowy presses into Aden’s skin. H's nmouth wi de,
he breathes heavily, kicking and thrashing.

WAYNE
TALK!

The bl ade continues to press in, threatening to cut, until
finally Aden takes a deep breath and screans.

ADEN
No!

Bennett and Wayne qui ckly nove back, surprised and scared.
Aden | ooks down. He shakes his head and takes a deep breath.

ADEN
...

VAYNE
You can tal k.

Aden | ooks around and touches his throat and noputh.



VWAYNE
Ya go your whole life without. And
t hen one day...ya just can.

Wayne rolls up the sleeve of his shirt and holds out his arm
In the noonlight, Aden sees dozens of short slashes from
Wayne’'s wist to his shoul der.

WAYNE
It’'s because of them

BENNETT
They told us there would be a nute.

Wayne nods his head and sits back down. Bennett reaches into
a knapsack and pulls out a small silver ball.

WAYNE
W’ ve been waiting for you for
“bout fifteen years. Never thought
I"d see ya though.

The boxcar jerks forward violently, sending the three nen
falling to the floor. Bennett and Wayne | ook at each
excitedly. Bennett opens the door and watches the ground
bel ow start to nove.

BENNETT
It’s.finally.
ADEN
(softly)
W where...
VWAYNE
You' Il see soon. Just be quiet for
now.

Fati gue suddenly overcones Aden. Dizzy, he lies down on the
wooden fl oor of the car.

Through a crack in the side, he watches the small fl akes of
snow dance in the nmoonlight as the train rushes through.

As Aden wat ches the snow, his eyes becone heavy and
unfocused. Unable to stay awake, he falls into a deep sl eep.

Bennett and WAayne each grab a bl anket. They smle at each
other and they too Iie down and cl ose their eyes.

FADE TO BLACK

FADE TGO



I NT. VWHI TE ROOM

She stares at the floor. The tears have stopped, and now her
eyes are cold, and distant.

VWOVAN
You never knew ne. You never tried
to.

For a nonent, she |ooks at Aden. He blinks. She stands up
and wal ks towards the door. She pauses for an instant, and
takes a breath. Aden says nothing, and she wal ks out the
door .

FADE TO BLACK
FADE TGO

I NT. BOX CAR — MORNI NG

The norning sunlight streaks through the cracks of the
boxcar. Bennett and Wayne sit in the corner with their backs
to Aden, as they talk to each other. Aden opens his eyes and
slowmy sits up.

ADEN
Were are we goi ng?

Wayne and Bennett turn slowy and | ook at him Wayne has the
silver ball in his hand.

WAYNE
We'll be there soon

ADEN
(pause)
Tell nme what happened.

BENNETT
What do you nmean?

ADEN
Wiy am | here?

WAYNE
You don’t know?

ADEN
(beat)



10.

Bennett and Wayne | ook at each other, both a bit confused.

After a nonment, WAayne speaks up.

VWAYNE
Vel | .what’'s the last thing you
remenber ?

Aden thinks for a nonent.

ADEN
I was driving.with ny sister. W
were going to visit our dad.

BENNETT
.. n Nevada.

ADEN
(1 ooks up quickly)
How di d you know?

BENNETT
(slowy)
Well, they told us. W ve been
wai ting...
WAYNE

You were supposed to tell us what
we’' re gonna do.

ADEN
(shaki ng his head)
I don’t understand.

VAYNE
They told us you would
have..t he..t he...

BENNETT
.answers.

ADEN
To what?! Wiere is ny sister?

Wayne and Bennett both stop tal king. Bennett

timdly and Wayne stares at Aden intensely.

WAYNE
Dead. The car roll ed over that
ni ght and killed her.

ADEN
No it.didn't. | was there. l ...

| ooks away



WAYNE
You were taken fromthe car before
t he acci dent.

Aden starts breathing heavily, |ooking around confused.

ADEN

| would renmenber this. You're

| yi ng.
BENNETT

It’s th’” truth. | knowit too.
ADEN

I need to go. | need to find her.
VWAYNE

(beat)
She’ s gone. Besides, that
happened...

Aden | ooks over to Wayne.

VWAYNE ( CONT’ D)
That was forty years ago.

ADEN
No! | was there last night.

ADEN
(after a | ong pause)
This isn't real

VWAYNE
They were supposed to tell you al
of this.

ADEN
| don’t know who you're talking
about .

BENNETT
The Ancenites.

VWAYNE
W' re supposed to prepare to go
back.

ADEN

This is a dream

Bennett points to the silver ball in Wayne’s hand.

11.



12.

BENNETT
Let themtell ‘em Wyne.

Wayne | ooks at the ball and nods his head.

WAYNE
They' Il take care of it. Here hold
this.

Wayne hands the ball to Aden. Aden examines it.

ADEN
VWhat is this?

BENNETT
It’s how we talk to them You just
need to |isten.

Aden cradles the ball in his hand and sits quietly. After a
nonent he sighs and shakes hi s head.

ADEN
What ..this i s stupid.

He rolls the ball back to Bennett, who quickly grabs the bal
and covers it with his hand.

BENNETT
Are you crazy?!

He picks up the ball and brushes it off.

WAYNE
Gve it.

Wayne grabs the ball away from Bennett. Holding it tightly
he closes his eyes and sits silently.

After a nonment, he speaks.

VWAYNE
It’s a test. (beat) They say they
won't let ‘emcontinue until he
agrees to th’ task
(beat)
They don’t want hi munl ess he
chooses to go on.

Openi ng his eyes, he hands the ball back to Bennett. He
speaks without taking his eyes off of Aden.



WAYNE ( CONT’ D)
And they won’t take us unless we
have hi m

Bennett perks up at this coment.

ADEN
So..l have a choi ce.

Wayne nods slowy.

ADEN ( CONT’ D)
| can either go with you
t o.wherever we’'re going.

Wayne nods.

ADEN ( CONT’ D)
O | can |leave and go free?

Bennett opens his eyes and reveals the silver bal
hand.

BENNETT
No.

Bot h Aden and Wayne | ook quickly over to Bennett.
BENNETT ( CONT’ D)
You either cone with us, or you go
back to them forever

ADEN
For ever ?

BENNETT
As a prisoner.

Aden doesn’t say anything. He just shakes his head.

WAYNE
They' Il crown you. It’'s like a
prison. A dreamthat they control

Aden gives a half-smle

ADEN
So | really don't have a choice
t hen...

BENNETT

You have a choi ce.

13.

in his



WAYNE

14.

See..the problemhere is that
wi t hout you.we’'re screwed. If we
show up wi t hout you.We have to stay

here.
BENNETT
(beat)
And we don’t want that.

WAYNE

Your choice.lt’s like this train
Aden. There's no swerving, or
turning, or |eaving the track
You' ' re just going along for the
ride. There's only one inevitable
destination, and you can’t control

it.

The three nen all sit for a nonent.

ADEN
No.

BENNETT
No?

ADEN

My answer. No.
Bennett shakes hi s head.

WAYNE

Silent. Finally:

(in a loud, intense voice)

Listen you little prick.

I didn't

just live in this goddamm f orest
for twenty years so you can cone
al ong and fuck everything up. You
say yes, now. And everything is

okay.

ADEN
No.
(beat)
This -is ny- dream

Wayne stands up and wal ks to Aden.
he sl aps Aden across the face.

WAYNE

Wth a strong backhand,

Feel that?! This, son, is not a

dr eam



15.

BENNETT
(calmy)
Stop, Wayne. An’ sit down.

Wayne turns around.

VWAYNE

(yell'ing)

Shut up, Bennett. You
know damm wel | we need
this kid. W can't go
anywhere w t hout the
codes!

Wt hout ..(beat) ..his arm

Aden | ooks at the long scars running down his arm No one
el se notices as Wayne pulls out a pocket knife and unfolds
t he bl ade.

BENNETT
It’s his choice. (pause) You have
one | ast chance to change your
m nd.

Aden stares at Wayne and then | ooks to Bennett.

ADEN
No.

WAYNE
(slowy)
Wong answer!

Wayne ki cks Aden in the stomach and steps on his arm He
brings the knife into views and stabs it into Aden’s arm
Aden cries out in agony.

BENNETT
St op!

Bennett rushes over to Wayne with the silver ball in his
hand, and places it on Wayne's forehead. Wayne's entire body
goes linp and he passes unconscious. Aden grabs his bl oody
arm breathing heavily.

BENNETT
I’msorry. He shouldn’'t-

But he doesn’t finish his sentence. Wth a rage, Aden Kkicks
Bennett in the stomach, sending himflying backward, and the
silver ball shattering on the fl oor.



16.

Wth a burst, Aden opens the boxcar door and junps into the

snow covered ground bel ow.

EXT. FOREST/ PRARI E — DAY

CUT TGO

Aden tunbles to the ground and rolls for a few feet before
stoppi ng. He pushes hinself up onto his knees and | ooks at

t he passing train.

I NT. BOXCAR — DAY

CUT TGO

Bennett catches his breath and wal ks to the boxcar door. He

sees Aden in the distance and then junps out.

EXT. FOREST/ PRARI E — DAY

CUT TGO

Bennett quickly junps to his feet and begins to wal k toward

Aden. Aden, still weak, tired, and now injured,
get up. Bennett wal ks toward Aden nenaci ngly.

BENNETT
This wasn’t how it was supposed to
happen. You have no idea how
i nportant you are. They should
have told you

Aden finally brings hinself to his feet.

ADEN
(desperately)
This isn't..

BENNETT
Open your eyes. It is. This is
all real .you just choose not to see
it, you don't want to.

Aden shakes hi s head.

BENNETT ( CONT’ D)
But it doesn't natter. You' ve nmade
up your mnd. There’ s no going
back.

is slower to



17.

Aden turns around and starts to quickly linp away. Bennett
continues to wal k.

BENNETT
It doesn't matter where you go.
They al ready have you. You're a

pri soner.
ADEN
(under his breath)
No.
BENNETT
But they're still human. And if

you ask, they mght just give you
one request.

Aden turns around and | ooks at Bennett. Holding his arms
out, Aden shakes his head.

ADEN
I just want to wake up!

Bennett nods his head softly, turns around and wal ks away
from Aden.

BENNETT
(to hinself)
Then you will.

Aden stands there for a nonent before | ooking up to the sky.
A clear, cold, w nter sky.

FADE TGO

I NT. BU CK — DAY

The clear winter sky reaches down to neet the snowy M dwest
prairies on the horizon. Aden opens his and | ooks around. A
static filled nusic cones out of the old speakers. Rochelle
nmout hs the words to the country tune.

Aden seens a bit dazed, but can’t put his finger on the
probl em

ROCHELLE
Morni ng. Sl eep okay?

Aden opens his nouth for a nonment, but nods his head.
Rochel I e puts her focus back onto driving and starts singing
agai n.



18.

Stretching his arnms above his head, Aden notices sonething on
his arm He pulls his sleeve back to reveal four perfectly
strai ght scars running the length of his arm

He stares at them bl ankly, touching them and trying to
remenber why he has them.but he can’t. He pulls his sleeve
back over his armand stares out the w ndow bl ankly.

H's mnd wanders ainm essly as he watches the road rush beside
him Aden s eyes becone fixated on the white painted |line on
t he road.

The ground and |ine and snow and sky all becone a blur as
Aden cl oses his eyes.

FADE TO BLACK

THE END OF PART



